Author

Title

Summary

Key words

Maria V. Nozhenko — PhD (Political Science), Leading Research Fellow at the
Laboratory for Applied Policy Analysis, North-West Institute of Management
Branch of the Russian Presidential Academy of National Economy and Public

Administration (e-mail: nozhenko-mv@ranepa.ru).

MANY FACES OF THE RIGHT-WING POPULISM
Book review of ‘Right-wing populism: Global trend and regional
features’, edited by L.S. Okuneva, A.l. Tevdoi-Burmuli

The review examines a new collective monograph edited by L.S. Okuneva and A.l.
Tevdoi-Burmuli: ‘Right-wing populism: Global trend and regional features’,
published in 2020. The reviewer notes that a growing interest in both Russian and
foreign academic community towards the phenomenon of populism has been
witnessed in recent years. However, scholars still haven'’t reached a consensus on
the nature and content of this phenomenon, its role in the political systems of
individual countries and regions, as well as on prospects for its further
development. In this regard the book under review which provides a broad
geographical and thematic perspective coverage is of particular relevance. At the
same time, the reviewer notes that this very breadth provokes critical comments.
For instance, the reviewer points to certain imbalances in the structure of the
book, as well as some inconsistencies in the authors’ narratives. The latter may be
related to the fact that the authors have widely differing approaches to the nature
of populism. As a result, the book under review should be considered as a
collection of essays united by a common theme rather than a collective
monograph based on a common theoretical and methodological framework.
However, this in no way downplays academic contribution of each individual
author and the relevance of the book as a whole. The reviewer examines each
chapter, briefly presenting the author’s position and the key findings, and
concludes that the book in general contributes significantly to the academic study
of the right-wing populism and raises new research questions. With regard to the
latter, the book highlights both the ambiguity of populism, its immanent connection
with modern trends in the development of political systems, and the social and
psychological factors that contribute to the growing popularity of populist ideas.
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