
 

AUTHOR 

 
Nadezhda A. Biryukova – Lecturer at the Chair of 
International Security, School of World Politics, Lomonosov 
Moscow State University 
(e-mail: nadezhda.a.biryukova@gmail.com). 

 

TITLE 

 

FROM ‘INDEPENDENCE’ TO ‘DOMINANCE’: A 
COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF THE OBAMA AND 
TRUMP ADMINISTRATIONS’ ENERGY POLICY 

 

 

SUMMARY 

 

Donald Trump’s political discourse has been marked by his 

explicit opposition to the choices made by his predecessor, 

Democrat Barack Obama, on most of priority tracks of 

domestic and foreign policy. This paper compares the 

Trump and Obama administrations’ approaches to ensuring 

the U.S. national interests in the energy domain. The first 

section examines key elements of the Obama 

administration’s energy strategy, traces the evolution of its 

core concept – ‘energy independence’. The second section 

identifies the guiding principles and particularities of Donald 

Trump’s domestic and external energy policy implemented 

under the framework of ‘energy dominance’. The conclusion 

is drawn that energy strategies of both administrations share 

a common strategic imperative – to make the United States 

energy self-sufficient, that is to ensure the nation’s 

independence from external sources of energy, particularly, 

from the supplies from the turbulent Middle East. In practice, 

the Barack Obama’s ‘energy independence’ differs from the 

Trump’s ‘dominance’ in prioritizing diverse segments of the 

energy sector. Democrats focused on clean energy through 

investments in energy-efficient technologies, increased use 

of renewables, and energy efficiency improvement, whereas 

the Trump administration favours traditional segments of 

energy industry and a deregulation of energy sector. 

Furthermore, whereas Barack Obama’s ‘energy 

independence’ strategy was aimed at ensuring long-term 

sustainable leadership of the United States in renewable 

energy industry and combating climate change, Donald 

Trump’s ‘energy dominance’ paradigm implies another 

leadership model – export-oriented, driven by short-term 

political and economic benefits from the sales of 

hydrocarbons, liquefied natural gas, in particular, in 

international markets. 
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