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SUMMARY 

 

The 2016 presidential elections in the Republic of Moldova, the victory 

of a Socialist candidate I. Dodon in the 2016, who does not conceal his 

skepticism towards the Association Agreement between Moldova and 

the European Union, as well as a series of recent political scandals in 

this country, have forced the EU leaders to reassess the aims and 

prospects of their policy towards the region. This refers, particularly, to 

an ambitious Eastern Partnership program. In terms of understanding 

the ongoing transformation in the EU policies towards its Eastern 

neighbors, the case of Moldova is of special interest since this country 

has been one of the most active and strong supporters of the program 

from the very beginning. The present paper examines the evolution of 

the EU policy towards Moldova between 2009 and 2016. The author 

shows that the Eastern Partnership Initiative gave birth to a 

fundamentally new instrument for dissemination of the EU norms and 

values in legal systems of partner countries – an Association 

Agreement. To support development and implementation of this 

instrument the EU mobilized the full potential of its policy toolkit. 

Brussels implemented bilateral and multilateral cooperation 

mechanisms, focusing on promotion of socialization through institutions 

of the Eastern Partnership and dissemination of the EU norms, values, 

and practices among local elites. The paper shows that the EU policies 

towards Moldova have fundamentally changed after the conclusion of 

the EU-Republic of Moldova Association Agreement. Since then, special 

attention has been paid to such conditionality mechanisms as: 

establishing Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area, granting 

access to the European energy market, diversifying energy supplies, 

Visa Liberalization Action Plan, launching multi-country umbrella 

program aimed at rewarding democracy promotion-oriented countries. 

In addition, Moldova was the first country to have been subjected to an 

audit examination that resulted in suspension of financial support – that 

is, a mechanism of ‘negative conditionality’, designed to stimulate 

democratic reforms through restrictive measures. The conclusion is 

drawn that at the moment Moldova is at the crossroads and the future of 

all the EU-funded projects depends on extremely unpredictable 

domestic political environment in the country. 
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